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Paris 

“ " -KERB are times when one is 
tempted to suspect that some 
such procedure is outlined in the 
manual of Instructions officielles is- 
sued to senior French officials. It 
was a routine of the Fourth Repub- 
lic; it is still resorted to under the 
Fifth, The Pen Barka affair has pro- 
vided what might be a textbook ex- 
ample of the technique. 

Mehdi Ben Barka was the leader 
of a vaguely Left-wing Moroccan 
political party, the “National Union 
of Popular Forces.” A few minutes 
after noon on October, 29, 1965, he 
was accosted in the center of Paris 
by two men who identified them- 
selves as policemen and asked him to 
go with them. Pic stepped into their 
car and was driven away. He has 
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not been seen or heard from since 
by anyone friendly to him, Had he 
not been accompanied by a Moroc- 
can student, uhnni the policemen 
seem to Jkivc igr.orcd. even iiio cir- 
cumstances of his kidnapping might 
have remained obscure. As it hap- 
pened, the student was able to alert 
Ben Barka’s brother Abdcl-Xader 
who contacted the police and in- 
formed the press. 

During the next few weeks it was 
learned that the two policemen had 
handed Ben Barka to a gangster 
named Georges Bouehoscicho who 
held hint prisoner until General Mo- 
hammad Oufkir, the Moroccan 
Minister of the Interior, arrived in 
Paris to take him over. The coordi- 
nator of the operation appears to 
have been a government employe 
named Antoine Lopez, an agent of 
the SDECE (Service tie documenta- 
tion exterieure et de conire-espion- 
nage), a secret service concerned 
with certain aspects of France’s for- 
eign relations but independent of, 
and mistrusted, by, the services of 
the Guru d’Orsay. (sdece men or- 
ganized the succesful counter-coup 
in Gabon and the unsuccessful coup 
... Guinea and are said to have 
played a part in bringing together 
opponents of Kwame Nkrumah.) 
Boucheseiche and his associates 
were prosperous men with good po- 


litical and police contacts in both 
Paris and Rabat; in the 1950s they 
were employed by the French po- 
lice and barbouzes (official strong- 
arm squads) against political unde- 
sirables, and made a killing, on the 
sic. a, swindling Europeans in North 
Africa who wished to transfer cap- 
ital to France or Switzerland. 

Most of the gang left Paris soon 
after Ben Barka’s disappearance, 
but one man, the neurotic Georges 
Figon, stayed behind, alternately 
boasting of the influence of the 
Gaullist deputy, Pierre Lemarchand, 
whom he claimed to be his “pro- 
tector,” and threatening to. sell his 
story to the press if the organizers of 
the kidnapping failed to pay him 
his due. 

Figon had taken an active part 
in two earlier attempts to murder 
Ben Barka, was in this plot from the 
start, and met the deputy Lemar- 
chand soon after the kidnapping. 
Later he contacted journalist ac r 
quaintances and even posed for a 
photo outside police headquarters. 
He claimed to have seen Oufkir 
torturing Ben Barka. But it was two 
montits before the police made any 
serious effort to apprehend him, and 
the results of such other inquiries 
as were made during November 
were hushed up. The natural incli- 
nation of French officialdom to nut 
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wraps on tne affair was rcm.oree.:. 
oy doctoral considerations. i i. tne 
hug Known last rvecCii.o^.-.. 
wn.t. n..s since occi± ievcmcd aDOi.it 
the comportment of certain official 
services and Gaullist personalities 
General de Gaulle might not have 
been re-elected President of the Re- 
public. 

r ~~MiAS2 two was opened on De- 
: comber 22, 1956, by General 

de Gaulle’s Minister of justice, Jean 
Foyer. Asked by a delegation of the 
France-Maghrcb committee why the 
police were not making a more en- 
ergetic eilort to get to the bottom 
of the Ben Barka affair, he replied 
in approximately these words: “It is 
a delicate business, The General 
wishes it bandied with care. There 
are indications that American se- 
cret services were behind the kid- 
napping.” 

Foyer may have jumped the gun. 
This line was not adopted by other 
ministers until mid-January. On 
January 17, 1966, the Paris police 
had been given the address at which 
Figon was hiding. Forced to act, 
they went about their task (in the 
words of a distinguished group of 
lawyers) “with a deployment of 
forces sufficient to alarm even the 
most inoffensive of citizens.” They 
found Figon dead, shot behind the 
ear. With suspect haste, the Procur- 
eur decided overnight that Figon 
had shot himself, and the dossier 
was closed. But rumor insisted that 
the bullethole was bigger than it 
ought to have been, if produced by 
the weapon found beside Figon’s 
body. A friend of the dead man an- 
nounced that Figon had told him 
that if ever he committed suicide lie 
would shoot himself through the 
palate, Frenchmen were reminded of 
other timely suicides in their recent 
history. 

With scandal spreading like a 
brushffre, some diversion was des- 
perately needed. On January 21, 
Roger Frey, the Minister of the In- 
terior, informed a group of “lei't- 
ish Gaullists” at the home of Fran- 


cois Maurice, the Catholic novelist 
nnu punnost, ho couiu now 
confirm that the Americans were be- 
hind the Ben Barka affair. Premier 
Pompidou admitted to receptive 
journalises mat c iA was not well witn 
the sdech (the secret service involv- 
ed) and he addtd that the Ameri- 
cans had undoubtedly succeeded in 

iiiiii trail ng it, 

Tire first publicist of note to en- 
lighten public opinion on this point 
was Francois Iwaunac. vac liner per- 
formed a similar service in Novcrn- 
bei i9wu, mter oa....,ist Oc.ciais had 
expressed disquiet over the popular- 
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ity of President-elect Kennedy in 
France. On that occasion, in a pas- 
sage so often quoted that antholo- 
gists already have their eyes on it, 
he wrote: 

“Do not Jet us forget that in 1944 
the Americans c , , r ' .esned ano 
pulverized our villages, our church- 
es. They could have spared them. 

. . . Have you observed carefully the 
face of their new President? His fa- 
mous charm impresses rne less than 
Ins powerful jaws, his slightly slant- 
ed eyes beneath their heavy lids, 
and his strong voracious teeth. The 
day he judged it necessary to strike, 
he would strike, do not doubt. Not 
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umn in the weekly Figaro Lilieruire, 
Mauriac wrote: 

“Shortly after or shoitly before 
the murder of Ben Barka (I forget 
the exact date) a well-informed Mo- 
roccan friend spoke to me of Gen- 
eral Oufkir’s close ties with the 
American secret services. . . . For 
once these American services have 
brought off a magnificent double 
success — against the Afro-Asian 
world, in getting A. of Ben Barka, 
ana against dc Cathie, if the Amcr- 
icans are innocent ni tms aiitiii, 
then the devil must have been act- 
ing for them.” 

This was aimed at an “intellect- 
ual” readership — which is as cruel 
a reflexion as one could make on the 
intellectual condition or go Gauhc s 
France. The logical leaps imposed 
on the less sophisticated browsers 
of Paris-Matck a few days later by 
“Major X, a former sdece officer,” 
were more engaging: 

“General Oufkir promised [the 
kidnappers] 50 million francs but 
was unable to pay. . . . Lopez was 
in touch with the U.S. Narcotics 
Bureau ... as were the two police- 
men [Raymond] Voitot and [Louis] 
Souchon. Lopez claims to have 
warned Le Roy [his sdece chief] 
of what was being plotted last May; 
one may assume that he also tipped 
off the U.S. Narcotics Bureau which 
would immediately alert the c:a 
which still maintains a training-cen- 
ter, guarded by Polish mercenaries 
and Aisatian dogs, and officially 
known as U.S. Base 313, at Poteau, 
in the Landes. . . . Ben Barka was 
notoriously pro-Chinese. ... It is 
not unthinkable that while the Am- 
ericans took care to play no direct 
part in the neutralization of Ben 
Barka, an event they wished to bring 
about, they provided the funds with- 
out which the operation could not 
have succeeded. Five hundred mil- 
lion are said to have been promised, 
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which Lopez’s information was pass- 
year ago almost the on- ed led to Jacques Foccart, a veteran 

wench press, front Le Gaullist strategist and “networx” 

r., would have leaped on organizer, who since 1958 has been 

.aions” with glee. Only a coordinator of the main security 

men the Quai ci’Orsay services and personal adviser of the 

one of its periodic bouts President. Lopez's only political 

and affection for Syria contacts were two uxr (Gaullist 

on, Le Monde obliged party) personalities: Lcmarchnnd 

itorial assertion that it and Carcassonne- f-educ, both col- 

t Churchill who ordered laborators of Foccart’s and organi- 

Jrnent of Damascus (by zers of scmi-secrct Gaullist activist 

Army!) in 1945. But “networks” which still exist, now fi- 

? Monde was not play- nanced by the state, 

n the anti-American Ca- Lemarchanc, whom Figon claim- 
i me mocked official ef- ed to be his “protector,” would have 

licate the U.S. Far from made a splendid Ian Fleming char- 

government’s red her- acter. In 1961-62, acting on the or- 

,-cliest papers set about ders of Roger Frey, Minister of the 

g the chains of com- Interior, and under cover of the 

omplieity that connected Gaullist Mouvement pour la Corn- 
’s, kidnappers with the munaute, he organized official anti- 

;cs and the Gaullist po- oas terrorist squads in Algeria, 

chy. • ■ When these squads had outlived 

is no lack of insiders — their usefulness, their 20 or so lead- 

dors — willing to talk. ers were called to a meeting in an 

rs of intrigue against the Algiers villa. They were ail devoted 

ublic, and the purges and Gaullists, but (unlike the rank and 


? to a year ago almost the cn- 

^ , ...c wrench press, ±ivjm 

Monde sown, would have leaped on 
these "revelations” with glee. Only a 
year ago, when the Quai ti’Orsay 
was having one of its periodic bouts 
of concern and affection for Syria 
and Lebanon, Le Monde obliged 
with an editorial assertion that it 
was Winston Churchill who ordered 
the bombardment of Damascus (by 
the French Army!) in 1945. But 
this time Le Monde was not play- 
ing, and even the anti-American Co- 
nor d Enel mine mocked official ef- 
forts to implicate the U.S. Far from 
chasing the government’s red her- 
ring, the liveliest papers set about 
disentangling the chains of com- 
mand and complicity that connected 
Ben Barka’s kidnappers with the 
secret services and the Gaullist po- 
litical hierarchy. • 

There was no lack of insiders — 
and ex-insiders — willing to talk. 
Ir. their years of intrigue against the 
Fourth Republic, and the purges and 
vendettas of the first few years of the 
Fifth, the Gaullists had given many 
iio s to iOrtune. uhc secret 
.services had been split into Left- 
wing and Right-wing factions by 
the appointments of successive gov- 
ernments. (One of the early direc- 
tors of the sdece, Henri Ribiere, for 
example, was a Socialist. After writ- 
ing a report severely criticizing his 
Gaullist predecessor, he was involv- 
ed in a serious road-accident. Be- 
fore dying he told his parents that 
the accident had been arranged so 
as to liquidate him.) 

Thus the press was able to estab- 
lish that Antoine Lopez was a con- 
scientious agent whose reports (re- 
sponsible for the capture of Ben 
Bella and his companions in 1956) 
were taken seriously; that Lopez 
had warned his sdece superiors as 
long ago as May 17, 1965, that 
Oufkir was plotting to seize Ben 


file, who were mainly 


icrcenancs 


recruited from the underworld and 
the police) they knew too much 
about the Administration’s responsi- 
bility 'for a number of killings and 
bomb explosions which a future, 
more liberal, French government 
might decide to investigate one day. 
During the meeting a big crate, sup- 
posedly containing printing equip- 
ment sent to the villa by Lemar- 
chand, exploded, killing most of 
those present. One of Lemarchand’s 
rewards for his many services ren- 
dered was a seat in the National As- 
sembly as UXR deputy for the de- 
partment of Yonne. To facilitate his 
election his principal opponent was 
arrested nine days before the poll. 

The press also discovered that 
General Cufkir had been a sdece 
informant, and still exchanged in- 
formation and services with it occa- 
sionally; and that, on November 3, 


1900, in ruins, nis guests at cm net 
included two senior members of the 
personal cabinet of Roger Frey — 
although the fact that Oufkir had 
personally taken delivery of the kid- 
napped Ben Barka four days earlier 
was known not only to the police 
and the sdece but to Frey and (as 
Frey himself revealed to Mauriac 
and his friends on January 21) to 
General de Gaulle. Frey is a close 
friend of the colorful Lcnnrchand, 
who passed on to hint Figon ’s ac- 
count of the kidnapping on Novem- 
ber 2. Frey has since admitted — pri- 
vately — that on November 2 he 
also knew the names of the two 
French policemen who had helped 
Ben Barxa s xiunappcis. h. et on .No- 
vember 12 he was still denying — 
in an official communique — that 
French policemen were involved. 

Blaming the Americans having 
proved fruitless, it was decided, at 
an exalted level, to put as much 
blame as possible on the press. The 
press is a favorite scapegoat of 
French governments. As a writer in 
Le Monde observed recently, “Ev- 
eryone knows that it is the press 
which provokes scandals by report- 
ing them, loses wars by. demoraliz- 
ing the nation, and endangers na- 
tional unity by criticizing the gov- 
ernment.” In the classic currency- 
trafficking scandal of 1953, in which 
the usual mishmash of senior of- 
ficials, politicians, secret agents and 
gangsters were involved, the cr.lv 
man against whom the law moved at 
all vigorously was the journalist who 
wrote a book exposing it all; and 
during France’s embroilments in In- 
dochina and North Africa far more 
journalists were punish..;! for de- 
nouncing the use of torture than tor-, £ 
Hirers for applying it. General de 
Gaulle’s strictures, during his las: tv 
address, on the role of the press 
in the current scandal aroused ech- 
oes of Guy Mollet in the 1950s and 
Henri Qucuille in the 1940s. 

The French press has rarely at- 
tained inspiring heights cf probity. 
Few Paris dailies are self-support- 
ing; most provincial papers are dis- 
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